Birdsong

	Section
	Use of Dancers
	Action
	Dynamics
	Use of Space
	Info

	Beginning – Infinite Monkeys
	All 8 dancers

Dance as ensemble, and in canon

On high note, all look up
	Shift suddenly between levels and directions

swinging, swaying

Matching movement – crawl.  This progresses and changes

Arms in V shape – signalling gesture

All stand then walk in dim light to new “zones”

Gill does movements from her solo
	Rhythmic

Smooth

Slow, steady

Slow motion

quick, lively, jerky
	In cluster, on spot

Diagonal line

Backwards

Low level, different directions

To edge of space

Going backwards, tiny jumps
	Driven, chaotic

Dancers pushed across stage by 10 second sound bites

Dancers were “drenched with sounds”, had to react to sounds and dance close to each other

V arms – filling lungs with air & collapsing, like morse code/semaphore

using signals, you can whisper or shout

Lighting – in four corners signals end of section


	Section
	Use of Dancers
	Action
	Dynamics
	Use of Space
	Info

	6a Four Corners 1
	Split into 2 duets and a quartet

Duet A – Henry & Gill

Duet B – Sasha & Sarah

Quartet – Mariusz, Pari, Laurent, Tammy
	Duet A - 

Lying on backs, signalling to each each other, like “snow angels”.  Allowed a hand gesture, but not allowed to look at each other, take each others weight.

Duet B – Sasha (white) & Sarah (Blue).  Make signalling gestures with arms.  Arms in 1st and 5th positions.  One doing signals on floor, one on different level.   

Quartet – walking and turning.  Head jerks and hand gestures.  Travel across their territory.
	Duet A - Slowly, then varying speeds.  Cool, calm, gentle.  

Duet B – varying speeds, calm, gentle.  In silence.  When whislte sounds, Sarah sinks to kneeling position.

Quartet – Slow and smooth.  Start and stop.  

Rhythmic, quick
	Space split into 4 by light, each group stay in own quartile.  When one dancer comes out of quartile, this signals end of section.

Duet A – floor bound (stay on floor), physically close.

Duet B – not as close, use different levels, high and low.

Quartet – in own zone, straight pathways in their quartile, use 2 levels, near floor.  
	Duet A – can hear sounds of arms on floor.

Duet B – more separate duet.  Signals, angles, codes.

Sound – low rumbling, bell-like chimes, electronic, hisses, scratches, violin melody.

When quartet step out of quartile, sigmals end of section.




	Section
	Use of Dancers
	Action
	Dynamics
	Use of Space
	Info

	5a Diagonal

** close-up of Gill on floor

** kettle sound – all jump up
	All 8 dancers as solos. All doing different actions, at different speeds, at the same time.
	Supporint, swaying, rocking.  Arms in 2nd position.  All gradually stand.  Swing, sway, step, turn with occassional odd jumps.  Sideway steps.  Diagonals in arms, hips & body.
	Use varying speeds and energy. 

Moments of stillness and silence.

Chaotic climax.
	All face same direction, at low level, linear (in lines).

Linear lighting pattern on floor.
	Pull away from and back to central diagonal line.

Rocking builds in force.

Big movement = loud volume.

Overhead projection, and shin & top lights.  End of section – when projection changes from diagonals to dots.


	Section
	Use of Dancers
	Action
	Dynamics
	Use of Space
	Info

	4a Snake 1
	All 8 dancers.  Follow my leader in snake formation.
	Stillness, runnung.  Different body shapes.  Mostly canon (obvious) but in unison they sit, lie and lie on side.
	Fast, flowing, rhythmic, short pauses.
	Spotted floor pattern.  Circles and lines floor patterns.  Spirals outwards.
	Dots disappear from floor, signals end of section.


	Section
	Use of Dancers
	Action
	Dynamics
	Use of Space
	Info

	3a  Muybridge 1
	Quartet, moving in unison and canon.

Short section of contact – 3 dancers, leaving 1 isolated.  Isolated dancer signals to others who then join her.
	Travelling, arm gestures, on floor, lying on back, contact (between 3 dancers). 5th position in arms.  IS choreographed, not improvised.

“stuttering”.
	Like stop motion film, or time-lapse photography.
	Different levels, running round space, use of whole speace.
	Rattling sounds.

“Starbursts” on floor.

Sound while dancers are still signals end of section.


	Section
	Use of Dancers
	Action
	Dynamics
	Use of Space
	Info

	2a Gill Clarke's Solo 1
	Female, Solo.  Gill Clarke.

“A detailed sputtering solo”
	Walks to white spot.  Travels with swinging steps, elbow gestures.  Quirky, side steps with tiny arm gestures. Sometimes moves with rhythm, sometimes see it then hear it, sometimes hear it then see it.
	Jerky, popping, some smooth, quick, sharp.
	Straight pathway.  Tiny movements.  Travels to edge of space.  Moves into yellow light.
	Series of clicks on a loop.  Asked to experiement with movement using different parts of the body.  Wanted new movement, not “dance” movement.  Stripe sweeps from one side to the other.  Sunrise signals end of section.


	Section
	Use of Dancers
	Action
	Dynamics
	Use of Space
	Info

	1a Four Musical Lines 1
	Sasha (in white) dances main motif, long, rich, sexy, SAXOPHONE.

Pari – takes Sasha's motif and dances tiny sections of it, develops it.

Mariusz – DRUMS, bouncy, uses feet

Sarah – holds long notes.  Takes things other dancers do and stretches them out.
	A full dance phrase is seen

on tiptoes

arm gestures

bouncing

4 separate themes
	Each dancer has a different dynamic

1 slow sound, pulses of sound, riffs that are repeated.
	Dancers use space differently.  

Small and large actions, and use of space.
	Blue floor with white speckles, like surface of the moon. “Lunar Landscape”

Dancers will improvise in this section.

Long shadows on floor and quartet in middle signals end of section.


	Section
	Use of Dancers
	Action
	Dynamics
	Use of Space
	Info

	Improvisation 1
	All 8 dancers on stage.  All dancing as solos
	Different motifs.  1 travels, others static.  Gestures done on the spot.  At end, all exit except Henry and Laurent, Laurent imitating Henry.  Dancers have rules.
	Use of focus.

Move then still.
	Dancers in different areas of space.  Long curved lines.    All in different part of space, audience can always see someone close to them.
	In silence (playing tunes in their heads)

Comet trails on floor.

Opposite of Beginning.

Henry is challenged by Laurent, signals the end of this section.


	Section
	Use of Dancers
	Action
	Dynamics
	Use of Space
	Info

	Birdsong Central Solo
	Henry dances solo.
	From thorax (chest and lungs).  Imagining taking breathes and making sounds (a bird puffing up it's chest).  Arms and elbows used to gesture.  Head gestures.  Skittering travel.  Swinging arms.
	Loose, hanging, jerky.  Arms smoother.

Gentle jerking actions.

Quick

very quick, slowing down

Feet jerky, but also a stillness.  Powerful.
	Downwards.  Small actions followed by large, and large followed by small.

Facing different directions.

Stands.  Actions close to body.
	HOW the bird makes the sound, physically. A bird does not think before it sings, it just sings.

Whole section is solo, section ends when Improvisation 2 starts.


	Section
	Use of Dancers
	Action
	Dynamics
	Use of Space
	Info

	Improvisation 2
	Four dancers onstage.  Short duets, other four enter, some exit.
	Contact work near floor, repititions from earlier sections.  
	One quick and rhythmic, one slow.  

Quick

Fast
	Around a circle (spot) then to corner.

Around edge of space to a corner.

Low level

Some small gestures on spot, others travel.
	Dark red and black

circles appear in different places each night, random patterns.

Sound like ringing bell marks end of section


	Section
	Use of Dancers
	Action
	Dynamics
	Use of Space
	Info

	1b Four Musical Lines 2
	Repition of 4 mus.lines 1 but more dance-like.
	1 soloist has small gestures

1 travels, swinging, reaching, full body action.
	Slow

fluid, quick
	Trio in corner

1 solo in other corner

Ends with Black Out
	Shortened version of earlier.  Whiplash sounds and pulses.  

Blackout to end section.


	Section
	Use of Dancers
	Action
	Dynamics
	Use of Space
	Info

	2b Gill Clarke's Solo 2
	Solo, Gill.
	Standing, arms curving, moves into blue light.
	Softer, much calmer than solo 1.
	Small white triangle of light that expands.  Movement echoes this.
	Slower than previous, like a memory of before. Reflective.  The end of section signalled when stage all blue, Gill in corner.


	Section
	Use of Dancers
	Action
	Dynamics
	Use of Space
	Info

	3b Muybridge 2
	Starts as quartet, 2 others join. Use of canon.
	Run on stage.  Swinging, swaying, reaching.  More “dancey”, more unison.  Has a regular, harmonious appearance.
	Delicate, fluid, liquid.
	Large actions, sqaure floor pattern, black out to end.
	Sound has a musical quality.

Blackout to end.


	Section
	Use of Dancers
	Action
	Dynamics
	Use of Space
	Info

	4b Snake 2
	All 8, as 2 fours or 4 twos.  Changing formations throughout this section.
	Running, walking, lying down. Snakes go round and through each other.
	Builds in energy, decrease, slows down.
	Linear group

curving pathways, changing levels, low level.
	Metallic sounds, industrial sounds, continuous electronic noise.

Henry and Gill lie down to signal end of section.


	Section
	Use of Dancers
	Action
	Dynamics
	Use of Space
	Info

	6b Four Corners 2
	As before. Sash's a and Sarahs duet now has contact.
	Travel actions from Beginning.

One standing, other near floor

Contact & Counter-tension

Travel & stop
	Contrasting between solo and duet
	Across space diagonally and exit. Uses 2 levels, big gestures, each duet in own zone.

2 diagonal halves, not quadrants.
	Sound – fragments from Beginning, soft chimes from section 6a.

Moves into End section.


	Section
	Use of Dancers
	Action
	Dynamics
	Use of Space
	Info

	End – Ending Final Solo
	Laurent dancing a solo, others on stage.
	Mariusz – big fluid gestures, uses space.

Duet moves slowly, in contact.

Solo (Laurent) dances proper dance phrases, walks with arm extended, repeats same gesture to all four sides.
	Contrast between solo and duet. 

Duet – slow, stuck, strong.

Solo – free, fluid, rhythmic
	Duet on one spot, solo moves around space.
	Dancers are occupying different worlds.  The duet is in an enclosed world, not moving forward, stuck in past.  Solo is moving towards future, much more free, more dance-like.


