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Bird Song 
Siobhan Davies explores what images and feelings dance can reveal. Dancers are given practical tasks, for example to visualise a musical score. The lines, dots and arcs arcs and the accompaniments stresses and rests are used as a basis for improvisation.

She uses tasks as tools to enable dancers to find movement that is unusual and not preconceived. Her role is then to use, mould, improve, create phrases and then reworking the found material to suit the performer and the work itself. The dancers are not the vehicle for the choreography but rather the essence of the work itself.

Siobhan Davies started with the music, setting tasks that related to its texture and rhythm. The movement had to keep the rhythmic and dynamic imprint of that music even if not used in the final work.

She started with the song of the Australian Pied Butcher bird: a simple series of notes that the bird mixes into different sequences. It could be about territory, or display or signalling.
The overarching structure of the work is different to work Davies has done before, with the Bird Song (Solo) in the centre of the work. She then had to decide what would be at the edges and how to get there and fill them in with colour and detail.

Clusters of sound, light and motion spiral in towards a central solo, then spin out again towards the ‘far edge’ – like a galaxy with the bird song as its gravitational centre.
