Dance Doctors Studios

Show & Performance Information

Frequently Asked Questions


As parents, you probably have a number of questions about our show. I know that there are also concerns about your child's age & bedtime issues. This crops up every time we have a show, and I do understand your point of view. 
I have created a `Frequently Asked Questions` sheet, which I hope will answer most of the more common queries. 

“My child will be having quite a lot of late nights”

The show only happens once every 2 years, and I try to keep evening disruptions to a minimum. The late nights will only happen on a Friday & Saturday
“But what about the costume fitting times?”

Without knowing the full number of people taking part in the show it is impossible to be definite, but this is how I envisage the costume fittings to go: 

Each fitting day MIGHT be split into sections for example: 
Youngest children (3-6’s) 
Weekdays 4.00-5.30pm or
Saturdays 2-3.30pm
7 to 11yrs  


Weekdays 5.30-7.00pm or
Saturdays 3-4.30pm 
12+ to Adults


Weekdays 7.00-9.00pm or
Saturdays 4.30-7.30pm  

It may be possible to run on an appointment system - but this will depend on how many volunteers we have to help with the dress fitting. If we have loads of parents involved it could be very quick, if we have only 1 parent involved then it will take forever!

This is a variable I have no control over at this moment in time -but will have a better ideanearer the date. 

“I have somewhere to go on the night of the dress rehearsal can my group go first?” 
Unfortunately not. The dress rehearsals will follow the order of the show (which I haven't done yet) but for example if the order is:- 

1. Opening Number 
2. Group 1 
3. Group 2 
4. Group 3 
5. Group 4 
. 
. 
. 
14. Last Number in 1st Half 

and if you/your child is part of Group 4, then I would expect Group 4 to go on as item No 5. If you are in another number, then you will have to wait until it is time to go on for that one…etc, etc.

Until I know where I am going to position your number I can’t tell you whether it is in the first half or second half. At this early stage I am not going to promise something I can’t deliver (sorry). 

“Is it OK for me to miss the dress rehearsal, I have something else on and can’t get there?”
No it isn’t OK for you to miss the dress rehearsal as it is unfair on the people you are dancing with. This is especially true if you have a partner. It is also your opportunity to dance in your costume and see if you can move in it. If alterations need to be made, they can be done before your performance

“Why do we have to do a dress rehearsal? We know the dances”
The dress rehearsal has four functions 
1. It gives me an understanding of where problems occur (eg. changing issues, logistics of getting on/off stage & costume issues etc) 

2. The ladies who are backstage changing the performers get to know what is required with the team of dancers that they are working with (as the majority of helpers will never have helped before). Again logistics of changing the children/adults, running order issues & "entertainment issues" - ie keeping the younger children from getting bored 

3. Continuity & timing. It is not uncommon for me to change the running order around & "cut" numbers down if the show runs too long. No-one wants to be sat in their seats for 4 hrs 

4. I can see what the groups look like fully costumed, and make suggestions to the dress makers of any changes that may be needed; which children still need to get "the correct shoes/socks/tights" and hair issues (bun, ponytail, fringes etc). This then gives the show a more polished look. 

Can I take photos or videos of the show

Unfortunately you can’t. It is sad to say, but in this day and age I have to make sure that my students are protected from unsafe images appearing on the internet or in unsavoury and inappropriate magazines. To this end I have arranged for a photographer (with enhanced CRB checks) to come and take photos of the groups at the dress rehearsals. If you would like some single photos taken of you/your child, then this can be arranged. Please let me know.

I have also appointed a reputable video company to film the show. Again the employees of the company have undergone enhanced CRB checks.
“You have asked me to supply blue ballet/tap/jazz shoes. Does that mean that I have to dye my pink/black/silver ones blue”

Yes it does.

“But why? What can we do with the blue ones after the show?”
I may ask you to dye your shoes a certain colour to match the costumes that you will be wearing. Everyone will then look uniform.

If you don’t dye your shoes the same colour as everyone else, then you (or your child) will look like the odd one out. Your shoes won’t match the costume and it will spoil the overall presentation of that group.

After the show, you can wear these shoes to your normal class so you will still get some use out of them.

“What about the exams? We will have blue shoes for the exams then wont we?”

After the show, I don’t foresee us doing exams until June 2010. This will give you plenty of time to grow out of your shoes (or wear them out, whichever is the first to occur). If they are tap/jazz shoes, then you will have to dye them back to black.
It is not uncommon to have three or four layers of dye on your shoes over the lifetime of the shoe.

“Why do we do a technical rehearsal. We’ve already done a dress rehearsal. Can I miss this?” 

The answer again is no.

The technical rehearsal is similar to the dress rehearsal, but it is for the sound & light crew to get their part of the show right. They only get 4-5 hours to get it right before the actual performance. 

I need everyone to be present, as the number of people on the stage affects how the lighting man lights the set. More people absorb/reflect more light and so he sets the lights according to who/what is on stage.

It also gives the performers a chance to dance on the actual stage before they perform "for real" for their parents, grandparents, siblings & friends. 

I am holding the technical rehearsal on Friday evening for most of the pupils involved, although a separate rehearsal will be held on Saturday morning for some of the younger pupils (these children will be notified of this nearer the time)


SHOW TIMES 
I am deliberately starting the show on the Saturday early. It will start at 2:00pm and hopefully the first half will be over by 3:00pm. The 2nd half will start at 3.30pm and be over by 4:30pm. 
The Saturday Evening Show will start at 6:30pm. The first half will be finished by 7:30pm. The 2nd half will start around 8:00pm and be over by 9:00pm. The theatre should be clear of performers by 9:30pm. 

The Sunday show will be at 2:00pm afternoon and will be finished by 5:00pm. So you could have Sunday morning to rest, and an early bedtime on Sunday evening. 

I have done loads of shows over the years, and can only say that in my experience, on the whole, most children have the time of their lives and staying up past normal bedtime is a one-off occurrence. 

“Can I bring my child into the audience to watch the 1st/2nd half if they are not involved?”
IF there are any spare seats in the audience, then children who are not performing in the 1st/2nd half will be offered the chance to have the spare ticket and they can then sit and watch. If there are no spare seats, then we respectfully ask that parents do not bring children into the audience as we will exceed our licensed numbers. 
You can of course buy a ticket for your child to sit with you through the second half. Then the seat is guaranteed.
THE SHOW CAN BE STOPPED IMMEDIATELY AND THE AUDITORIUM EVACUATED BY THE AREA FIRE OFFICER/INSPECTOR if the licensed capacity is exceeded. This would be a big disappointment to all our performers as well as to their parents. So please we do respectfully ask that parents don’t become tempted to sneak them in! 


OTHER MATTERS 
I have tried to give parents the dates as far in advance as I can. Parents can then take the decision and make plans & arrangements which are best for them, knowing the commitments and schedule that is required for the show. 

However, every child is different and if you can see problems which are going to impact on your family & lifestyle, then please don't put yourself or your child in the show. 
You can still attend lessons and play a valuable part in the rehearsals as you can take the part of another performer who might be missing. You will still learn a lot of valuable skills and the discipline of working in a team of dancers.

The show is a stressful time for me, my staff and my helpers, and I would rather you say now that you can't be involved rather than 2 days before the performance as this is very unfair on all involved and causes a lot of upset. 

If you have any further questions, then PLEASE ASK.


Karen Oates 
Principal 
