Dance Doctors Studios
2 Leopold Street, Long Eaton, Nottingham NG10 4QD

0115 946 4822

info@dancedoctors.co.uk

Friday 1st April 2011
Dear Students & Parents,

I am writing to invite you to take part in our biannual show, scheduled for Sat 19th & Sun 20th November 2011 at St John Houghton School, Ilkeston, (with the technical rehearsal being on Fri 18th Nov at St John Houghton).
Only our very youngest children will not be taking part (mini-movers/parents & toddlers). The show is not compulsory, and those students electing not to take part will still be involved in learning the dances as this is an excellent skill to learn anyway (ie working as part of a group and versatility). There are always people missing and the children not taking part in the show can act as “swing dancers” and fill in for the missing dancers.

All our children who are due to take exams will do so between now & the beginning of June. Once the exams are out of the way, then the whole school will start show rehearsals.

The timetable for classes will stay the same, unless you are otherwise notified. The dances will be done as part of your normal dance lessons. However, these arrangements are subject to change nearer the show date.
These arrangements are subject to change nearer the show.

Whether the students only attend one class or several, then they are all expected to attend for this “show rehearsal” period. You will only be invoiced for, & expected to pay for your usual classes. The children will only be involved in the dance which corresponds to their class – no more and no less.

We will rehearse through to July, then break up for the summer holidays. 
If your situation changes and it becomes your intention to leave the dance school after the summer holidays, then may I remind you to give me your written notice so that I can make the necessary changes to the show numbers etc (in fairness to the other participants in the number).
From Saturday September 10th through to the show in November, we will be working exclusively on show work. Attendance at all sessions is expected. When students are missing from groups, they return to find that the dance number has moved on, and they don’t know what they are doing. They become unsure of the dance and then don’t enjoy the uncertainty of not quite knowing what they should be doing. It is also hard on the students who do attend because they have to constantly adjust for missing dancers. This is not an encouraging or enjoyable experience for anyone involved in this special occasion.

Illness cannot be helped, but if your child can attend and watch, then they will still learn something, even though they are not dancing. 

The show will be costumed, and as in previous years our fabulous FrODDS costume committee is trying to raise funds to pay for the costumes. You will be asked to pay a non returnable deposit of £15 to take part in the show (which goes towards your costume rental charges). Rental charges will be levied for each costume. The number of costumes corresponds to the number of subjects that you learn & the number of dances you are in. You will be contacted separately by FrODDS who will explain this side of the show arrangements. 

Please watch the notice boards for announcements. My dance school has grown in size since the last show 2 years ago and I wish that I could speak to you all personally, but that is not possible. I will be using the website, the notice boards and letters home (copies will always be on the notice board). 
If you are unsure of anything then PLEASE ASK. There is no reason why you shouldn’t know what’s happening with all this communication around. 
DO COME UP to the studio and ACTIVELY LOOK for new notices. There will be lots to iron out between now and the show, and your co-operation is vital.

If you can see the glass as “half-full” rather than “half-empty” that would help me enormously. Personally, your active involvement to make this event run smoothly would be much more appreciated. Please volunteer!
If you have any constructive suggestions for communication, organising & running of the rehearsals & show etc, then please let me know.

Thank you for reading this letter. I look forward to seeing you in our show (as dancer, helper or just as supporter).

Yours sincerely,

Karen Oates

Principal
