More Frequently Asked Questions
What is the procedure for the youngest children at the technical rehearsal on the Friday?

Our youngest children don’t come to the technical rehearsal on Friday!

The CYGNETS will come in on Saturday at 11:45am for 12:00pm and they & their parents/carers will get a tour of the auditorium, the stage and the changing areas.
Then we will have a rehearsal on the stage with their costumes on & with the stage lights on.

They are then taken backstage where they change out of their costume and either come back into the auditorium or wait in the changing rooms for the show to start.

My child is only in the first half, what happens when they have done their dance?
If your child is performing in the first half. They will stay backstage until the first half finale, where they will come back on stage for their final bow. They will then change out of their costumes & then one of four things can occur:-

1. They can be collected at the interval to be taken out/home until the start of the next show.

2. If there are spare seats for the 2nd half performance, I will give you/them a ticket & then they can sit in the audience (either with you or with their backstage helpers) 

3. If there are no spare tickets then they will be looked after backstage & come back on stage for the 2nd half finale.

4. If you would like them to be guaranteed a seat with you for the second half, then you may wish to consider buying a ticket for your child (or sharing a bought ticket with a child who is in the second half)
My Child isn’t in the First Half, do they have to come?
Not to worry, one of four things can occur

1. They can be brought to coincide with the start of the interval (approx 1 hour after the start of the show), and then taken backstage to change for their performance
2. If there are spare seats for the 1st half performance, I will give you/them a ticket & then they can sit in the audience (either with you or with their backstage helpers) 

3. If there are no spare tickets and you have brought them for the full show, then they will be looked after backstage until it is time for them to perform

4. If you would like them to be guaranteed a seat with you for the first half, then you may wish to consider buying a ticket for your child (or sharing a ticket with a child who is in the first half)

Signing In & Signing Out
You will need to sign your child in & out so that we know who is on the premises.

Once signed in, then you are free to go. Please don’t sit around in the auditorium unless you are on our helpers list.

Who is helping with my young child backstage?

Well, hopefully you have volunteered to help at one of the performances, so you are!
If you have volunteered, then the children will need some form of entertainment to stop them getting bored. They should have been sent with some games & books. But perhaps you could think of things that would keep little ones entertained?

Please remember, when the first half is over, some children may be staying backstage, and as a helper you are required to stay with them. Other children may be coming in for the second half and they require supervision. If you are a backstage helper & you decide to leave after the first half (or not come until the second half), then the children left backstage will have no-one to look after them. 

If you think you might be able to share a first half/second half with another parent helper, then I am happy for you to make those arrangements and let me know.

Costumes Collection & Return
Your child will be able to collect their costume on Tuesday/Wednesday or Thursday in the week before the show. This is organised by the parent volunteers of the costume committee. They can only make the times when they are not working. If you would like to volunteer to help, then please contact the costume committee. As I have a lot of items to think about & to take down to the venue, I won’t be able to take your child’s costume too. 

Please, please, please, try to come to collect your costume on one of the days stated. (Times etc to be confirmed by the Costume Committee). I or Pam are usually around from 4-8pm and can arrange for the paperwork to be ready for you should the costume committee not happen to be around to process the collection. But we do need prior warning (at least a day or so). 

Please allow your child to leave their costume at the venue until after the Sunday show. They will then bring their costume home. Please, please, please could you return your costume on the stated costume return days. There are deposits to return and the costume committee will be on hand to check costumes & return deposits.

Please don’t expect Pam or Sandra to be able to do this on Saturday morning – on Saturday morning they are DDS reception staff and not costume committee 

Shall I wash my costume before I bring it back?
NO! The costume committee likes them to be “batch washed”. This means they all fade together, or run together! But we would appreciate offers of help to batch wash the costumes though.
I hope that this answers most of your questions

Regards

Karen

